
 

 
City of Aurora Cycling Laws and Safety Frequently Asked Questions  

 
I haven’t ridden a bike in forever. Is it safe?  

 Any time you do something you haven’t done in a while, you want to take it slow 
and be prepared. 

 If you own a bike, take it to a local bike shop for a safety check and tune up to 

ensure all the parts are functioning correctly. 
 If you don’t own a bike, Aurora now has bike-share options available that you 

may use to get re-acclimated to riding on two wheels. 
 Be sure you have a helmet that fits correctly. 
 Set your seat low enough where you can touch your feet flat on the ground 

while sitting on the seat. You might eventually raise the seat height to make it 
more comfortable to pedal, but starting out at a lower height will make it easier 

to catch yourself if you wobble a bit. 
 For those who feel really wobbly or have never ridden a bike before, start in 

grass so if you fall it won’t hurt very much. Then move on to a safe hard surface 

like an empty parking lot or one of the city’s many trails and go slow. Get used 
to keeping your balance, how a bike handles, turns, deals with bumps in the 

road, and just get an overall feel for the bike. 
 If you ever feel like you’ve gotten into an uncomfortable situation, such as 

suddenly appearing on a busy road, pull over to the side of the road like you 
would in a car and dismount once you’re out of the lane of traffic. Move to the 
sidewalk and walk your bike. You can do the same thing if you get to a hill 

you’re not quite ready to ride up. There’s no shame in walking if you’re 
uncomfortable. Just stay out of the travel lane, stay positive, stay safe, and 

keep getting back on until you’re comfortable. 
 
Do I have to wear a helmet?  

Helmets are strongly encouraged, but not required to be worn in the city of Aurora. 
 

Can I ride a bike on the sidewalk?  
Sidewalk riding is not encouraged due to the increases in crash rates from turning 
motorists. Remember, motorists aren’t expecting someone travelling at cycling 

speeds to be traveling on the sidewalk.  
 

However, it is not illegal to ride on the sidewalk in Aurora. If you prefer or have to 
ride on the sidewalk for a short distance, please take the following precautions to 
improve your safety: 

 Ride with the flow of traffic, i.e. on the right side of the road. 
 Ride more slowly than you normally would. 

 Always be alert for turning motorists, especially people turning left at a driveway 
or road crossing.  

 

When and how should I use lights?  



 

Colorado state law requires white front headlights and a red rear reflector from 
dusk to dawn. A red taillight is strongly encouraged. Use lights that are bright 

enough to illuminate your path and create visibility to motorists and other cyclists 
well in advance of your approach. 

 
A front headlight should be deployed as a solid stream. The flashing option makes it 
difficult for other roadway users to adequately gauge your location and may result 

in poor depth perception for other users. Some bike riders may suffer from epilepsy 
or other medical conditions that could be triggered from the strobe or flashing 

setting, so when on an off-street trail be sure to ALWAYS use the solid stream. 
Headlights may be deployed during all hours, but should absolutely be on during 
dawn, dusk, darkness and during inclement weather such as rain. A flashing 

headlight may be paired with a solid stream light on street, and some lights 
available have a setting that simulates this function that is appropriate to utilize 

during all daylight conditions. 
 
Rear lights when riding on street should be placed in flashing mode during dawn, 

daylight and dusk hours, and on a solid stream in darkness. As with front 
headlights, taillights should always be on solid stream when using an off-street 

trail. 
 

Can I be arrested for DUI on a bike?  
Not only can you be arrested, but it’s dangerous to you and your fellow road/trail 
users to ride a bike while intoxicated. Please do not drink and ride! 

 
Is there appropriate trail etiquette?  

When you’re riding a bike on a trail, always announce yourself when passing either 
by ringing a bell or saying “on your left” if you don’t have a bell. Pass at a safe 
speed and distance, and remember: Pedestrians have the right of way on trails. 

Remember, ride right and pass left, and always be safe and courteous to your 
fellow trail users. 

 
What other laws should I be aware of?  
When in doubt, consider the legality of your action in a motor vehicle. Cyclists are 

subject to the same laws and regulations as motorists except when the physical 
differences clearly would not apply. Please don’t run stop signs, stop lights, speed, 

fail to signal turning movements, or ride the wrong way on a street.  
 
Do I have to ride in the gutter pan if there’s no bike lane?  

No. Please don’t do that. The law requires you to ride as far right on the roadway as 
practicable. What this means is you need to give yourself enough room to 

maneuver around hazards. Often gutter pans have a change in elevation that 
makes them dangerous to ride over, so it is recommended to ride at least two feet 
away from the gutter pan. This will allow room to maneuver around glass, leaves, 

garbage or any other obstruction that tends to find its way to the side of the road.  
 



 

If a travel lane is wide enough for a motor vehicle to safely pass you on your bike, 
please stay as far right as feels comfortable. If the lane is narrow, it is safe and 

prudent to ride in the middle of the lane so motorists are required to make a full 
lane change to pass you. When doing this, please be aware of any traffic 

accumulating behind you and move over when it is safe to do so to allow motorists 
to pass. We all share the road and it is important to be both safe and courteous.  
 

Also, please stay out of the “door zone,” or the area about 2 to 3 feet from parked 
cars. If parked cars are intermittent along a roadway, continue to ride in a straight 

line so motorists aren’t surprised when you suddenly pop out of the parking lane in 
front of their cars. 
 

How do I actually get around Aurora? I don’t want to ride on Havana!  
Remember, getting from point A to point B on a bike usually means taking a 

different route than you would in a car. Be sure to consult a map before your trip to 
find the best route. 
 

Fortunately, Aurora has many options to ride a bike, and you can take most of your 
trip using our extensive off-street trail system. The city also has a grid network of 

collector streets. These are streets like Exposition, Florida and Moline that run 
parallel to major arterials. Over the past few years we’ve installed bike lanes on 

most of these streets which are useful for getting most of the way to your 
destination. When you’re close, there are often low-speed local streets that can get 
you the last half mile or less. Take a look at our bike map for more information. 

 
What should I wear when riding a bike?  

Wear whatever is comfortable. Many people commute to work, run errands or 
attend social activities wearing whatever they were planning on wearing at their 
destination anyway.  

 
If you have a longer ride in mind or anticipate inclement weather, comfortable gym 

clothing with water-wicking features are often just as good as dedicated cycling 
gear. Check out this article for some tips on commuting by bike. And when fall and 
winter come around, protect those extremities (wear gloves and an ear covering 

head band) and dress in layers. You’ll be colder at the beginning of your ride than 
you will after 15 minutes of physical activity.  

 
Especially in colder or wetter weather, do not wear cotton as that will retain water 
and put you at risk for hypothermia. 

 
Can I bring my bike on transit?  

Combining bikes with transit is a great way to save time and leave the car at home! 
All RTD buses have bike racks on the front of the bus, and each RTD light rail car 
has two designated spaces at either end of the car where you can bring your bikes 

onboard and stand with them to your destination. Remember, don’t load your bike 

https://www.auroragov.org/things_to_do/parks__open_space___trails/trails___bike_maps/
https://www.bicycling.com/rides/commuting/9-ways-to-make-bike-commuting-easier-for-you/slide/6


 

directly behind the operator, and find the doors on the platform with the “Bike” 
stencil on the ground. 

 
How do I lock my bike?  

The best form of theft prevention is a u-lock available for purchase at any local bike 
shop. Get the smallest lock that will fit around your bike as the bigger the lock, the 
more leverage thieves can use to break them. Never use a cable lock unless used in 

conjunction with a u-lock. Loop the u-lock around your frame and one of your tires 
to a secure post, preferably a standard bike rack.   

 
What if I get a flat?  
Most people will carry a patch kit or a replacement tube and either a hand pump or 

CO2 cartridge with them to change or fix their own flat tires. If you’re 
uncomfortable fixing your own flats, it’s helpful to carry a bus pass for those 

emergencies so you can load your bike on the bus and get closer to your 
destination. Calling for help is certainly an option as well, be it a spouse, friend or 
ride-hailing service (such as Lyft or Uber). 

 
Should I carry water with me? 

It doesn’t hurt. Whether you’re commuting, recreating or running errands, cycling 
is a form of exercise. If you don’t have a water cage, stop by a local bike shop and 

pick one up; cheap ones are about $8 and can be put on almost every bike. When 
the temperature is over 80 degrees or you’re new to Aurora or visiting from a lower 
elevation, it is highly recommended you always bring water with you and drink 

before you’re thirsty. 
 

What are the bright green and yellow bikes I see all over the city?  
In October 2017, the city of Aurora launched a new Bike Share Permit Program, 
allowing bike-share operators to apply for a permit to operate in Aurora. LimeBike 

and ofo are the first operators to be issued permits, and both companies operate 
dockless systems to allow bikes to be parked anywhere in Aurora as long as they 

are parked legally. This allows the bikes to be available throughout Aurora. Anyone 
age 18 or older may rent a bike by downloading the app associated with the bike-
share company that owns it, creating an account and using the app to unlock and 

rent the bike for a small fee. The apps provide additional details about how the 
rental system works. 

 
At this time, bike-share bikes are not allowed on the Anschutz Medical Campus or 
outside the Aurora city limits. 

 
Visit this link for additional answers to frequently asked questions. 

https://www.auroragov.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_1881137/File/Residents/Transportation%20&%20Parking%20Resources/Parking%20&%20Mobility%20Program/City%20of%20Aurora%20FAQs%20Final_101217.pdf

